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April 15, 2009

Ms. Liv Imset, Senior License Coordinator

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Power Generation
245 Market Street, San Francisco, California 94105
Mail Code N11C

Post Office Box 770000

San Francisco, California 94177

Ms. Heidi Rooks

Environmental Program Manager |
Department of Water Resources i
Division of Environmental Services ' 5
901 P Street, 4th Floor :
Post Office Box 94836

Sacramento, California 85814

Subject: Habitat Expansion Plan for Central Valley Spring-Run Chinook
Salmon and Steelhead

Dear Ms. Imset and Ms. Rooks:

Thank you for the opportunity for the Department of Fish and Game (Department) to
provide recommendations regarding the subject Habitat Expansion Plan and associated
Habitat Expansion Agreement (HEA). As described in the HEA steering committee
letter to the nine sighatories dated October 28, 2008, the HEA was negotiated as an
alternative to Federal Power Act fish passage prescriptions as part of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commissien (FERC) relicensing of Oroville, Poe, and Upper North
Fork Feather River hydropower projects on the Feather River. The overall goal of the
HEA is to expand the amount of habitat with physical characteristics necessary to
support spawning, rearing, and adult holding for an increase of between 2,000 and
3,000 spawning spring-run Chinook salmon in the Sacramento River Basin.

As one of the nine signatories, our Department supports the goal of the HEA and
recommends funds from the HEA be directed to the following four projects at the
proposed funding level in order to achieve this goal; 1) Phase 1(b) and Phase 2 of the
Battle Creek Restoration Project, $30 million; 2) The Lower Yuba River Narrows Gravel
Rehabilitation Project, $3 million; 3) The Mill Creek TNC Water Rights Purchase, $1.5
million; and 4) The Big Chico Creek Iron Canyon Fish Ladder Rehabilitation Project,
$1.8 million.
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The Department believes the Battle Creek Restoration Project should receive top
priority for funding followed by the three other proposed projects. Completing the Battle
Creek Restoration Project will allow spring-run Chinook salmon and steelhead to
reoccupy approximately 42 miles of prime habitat that has been unavailable for nearly a
century.

Please find enclosed completed HEA questionnaires for each of these projects. The
questionnaires were completed by Department staff and describe how each of these
proposed projects helps to meet the goals of the HEA. Additionally we have submitted
the completed guestionnaires electronically to the appropriate location on the HEA
website for easy review.

If you have any questions regarding our recommendations, please contact Staff
Environmental Scientist Mike Berry at (530) 225-2131 or e-mail mberry@dfg.ca.gov.

Sincerely, .

Donald Koch
Director

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Chris Wilkinson
Senior Environmental Scientist
Department of Water Resources
- Division of Environmental Services
901 P Street, 4th Floor
Post Office Box 94836
Sacramento, California 95814

Mr. Paul Kubicek, Aquatic Biology Consulting Bioclogist
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Power Generation
245 Market Street, San Francisco, California 94105
Mail Code N11C

Post Office Box 77000

San Francisco, California 84177

Mr. Steve A. Edmondson

Northern California Habitat Supervisor
NMFS/SWQO22

777 Sonoma Ave, Suite 325

Santa Rosa, California 95404
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Mr. Gary Stacey, Regional Manager
Department of Fish and Game, Northern Region
601 Locust Street

Redding, California 96001

Ms. Sandra Morey, Regional Manager

Department of Fish and Game, North Central Region
1701 Nimbus Road

Rancho Cordova, California 95670

Mr. Mike Berry

Staff Environmental Scientist
Department of Fish and Game
601 Locust Street

“Redding, California 96001

Department of Fish and Game
Ms. Kathy Hill

Ms. Donna Cobb

Ms. Tracy McReynolds

Ms. Colleen Harvey-Arrison
Mr. Neil Manji

Mr. Mark Stopher

Mr. Steve Turek,

Mr. Randy Benthin

Mr. Duane Massa




